[K] R. Simeon b. Laqish said, “It may be compared to a king who was 
sitting and making calculations. They came and told him, ‘Your 
son has been taken captive and prostituted.’ He said, ‘Let this day 
stand at the beginning of calculations.’” 


[L] R. .Mana asked, “There is no problem as to why the 
calculations on what has happened should be thrown off [by the 
sorrow]. [That accounts for error.] But is that the case for what 
was going to happen [that Ezekiel, writing before the first 
destruction, should have been guilty of this error in his 
calculations]?” 


[M] Whether according to the view of the one who said that it was 
on the ninth of the month or whether according to the one who 
said that it was on the seventeenth, what is the practical 
difference? 


[N] The twenty-one days between the day on which the city was 
breached and the day on which the Temple was actually 
destroyed. 


[O] Said R. .Abonah, “There is a mnemonic: ‘and the word of 
the Lord came to me, saying, “Jeremiah, what do you see?’ 
And I said, ‘I see a rod of almond”’ (Jer. 1:5). 


[P] “Just as the rod, from the time that it produces a bud until it 
completes the ripening of the fruit, takes twenty-one days, 
so from the day on which the city was breached until the 
day that the Temple was destroyed was a period of twenty- 
one days.” 


[Q] He who maintains that it was on the ninth of the month 
holds that on the first of Ab the Temple was destroyed. 


[R] He who maintains that it was on the seventeenth of the 
month maintains that on the ninth of Ab the Temple 
was destroyed. 


[M:2 A] R. Simeon b. Yohai taught, “R. Aqiba. my master, interpreted as 


[B] 


follows: 


““Thus says the Lord of hosts: “The fast of the fourth month, and the 
fast of the fifth. and the fast of the seventh, and the fast of the tenth, 
shall be to the house of Judah seasons of joy and gladness, and 
cheerful feasts; therefore love truth and peace’” (Zech . 8:19). 


